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ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]This research paper investigates the impact and the changes that the Whren V. United States case brought upon the United States in relation to race and cultural issues over time. This paper contends that the Supreme Court legitimized pretextual stops through the Whren V. United States and provided law enforcement officers with the authority to rely on racial profiles while going about their duties. The Supreme Court failed to address the issue of racial profiling in traffic stops head-on at the time yet the Whren V. United States case provided a good opportunity to deal with the issue. This paper seeks to highlight the great extent to which the use of racial profiling and pretextual stops has increased and affected our society. The Whren V. United States case verdict has continued to fuel and encourage racial profiling and the use of pretextual stops thus plaguing the United States with more cases and complaints of race- based profiling in traffic stops.  This paper also explores how the Fourth Amendment was rendered impotent in its bid to combat pretextual stops based on racial profiles in the Whren V. United States case. The case set some limitations to the Fourth Amendment in the extent to which it can provide legal relief to the victims of pretextual stops and racial profiling. Furthermore, this paper looks into rebellious lawyering, a change that came about in a bid to seek justice for persons aggrieved with racial profiling in traffic stops.  This paper maintains that the Supreme Court has been instrumental in fueling race-based pretextual traffic stops. The Whren V. United States case has been pivotal in bringing changes in law enforcement to the direction of increased racial profiling and pretextual traffic stops.
